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Afghanistan’s 40 million people, nearly all Muslims, 

are weary of war, poverty and Islamist oppression. 

The country has known constant bloodshed since 

the Soviet invasion of 1979. Twenty years of moder-

ate freedom—and some church growth—under Ameri-

can-backed government ended with the return of the 

Taliban in 2021. Since then, the Taliban’s harsh meth-

ods have improved security and reduced corruption, but the economy has collapsed and poverty 

and hunger dominate. Afghanistan has become almost a prison for women. They are banned 

from secondary education, shut out of many occupations, and viciously policed to be correctly 

 Pray for the gospel to spread. In the harsh conditions, some hearts are softening. 

Iranian believers, among others, are taking the gospel to Afghan refugees and seeing a 

 Pray for peace, food, education and opportunity for all Afghanistan’s people, and 

especially its women and girls.

scattered across a third of the globe. The largest pop-

ulations are in Australia, Papua New Guinea and New 

Zealand.

Until the mid 20th century, Australia and New Zea-

land’s peoples were mostly of European descent and 

-

Christianity, but Biblical literacy  is often poor, heresy prevalent, and a Christian veneer masks 

many problems.

 Yet God is still at work: pray that justice might roll like a river and that God’s people 

will humble themselves and pray.     

Humans can be divided into around 17,000 

-

-

needs its own Christian movement, so that all 

peoples are brought to a wonderful unity and 

fullness in Christ.

•  4,800 people groups are the ‘least-evange-

lized peoples’. No more than one person in a 

thousand in these groups is a Christian.

•  Most of these least-evangelized peoples are 

small, with populations no bigger than a 

medium-sized city.

•  A few of the least-evangelized peoples are 

very large. The 400 biggest contain 1.6 bil-

lion people.

Pakistan.

Several hundred groups, which 

together include about eight 

million people in total, have no 

known Christians and no known 

Christian work. These are known 

as the UUPGs -- unengaged un-

reached people groups.

 Remember the forgotten. Scattered 

through the world are thousands of 

people groups, often migrant com-

munities, with very small populations 

and very few Christians. Some groups 

merge with the majority cultures 

around them, especially as generations 

pass. But these groups also need thou-

sands of outsiders to enter their cultur-

al world as servants to bring the gospel. 

Pray it will happen!

 Pray for the gospel to spread in the 

Indian sub-continent – nowhere in 

the world has such a concentration of 

least-evangelized people groups and 

people.

comprehensive, freely available database 

of unevangelized peoples. See 

also the Finishing the Task 

network who work to make 

sure that every one of the 

least-evangelized peoples has 

at least one church-planting 

initiative among them. 
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